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ag liverance, a Sceptre, or a Signet, is of Service 
EE to any People under diſagreeable Circum- 


| applicable. 


'The Policy of any Nation cannot be ſup- 


Where Imperfection prevails, general Happineſs cannot be. 
The Wiſdom of our Legiſlature ſeems, fully, to 8 


this ; and, like the great Benevolence of the King of Kings, .. = 


H E Complexion of the Text was for Jew- 
1th Purpoſes ; but as a Royal Ring for De- 


ſtances, the Words before us cannot be i in- 


ported but by component Parts, mutually intereſting, mutually 
wanting. To cut off a Part, is to create Imperfection, and, 


* 


: 1 3 Hops 7 v2 | * + * | 
_ «even in its Wrath thinketh upon Mercy.” The Tahabltents of 
this, and of all other Priſons throughout this' Kingdom, cannot 
but acknowledge it; eſpecially, when We conſider what Trials, 
What Difficulties, what Infamy, we are liable to from the Seve- 
rity of oppreſſive Individuals. That Agreements ſhould be ful- 
filled, that Juſtice ſhould take Place 3 both morally and 
politically, conſiſtent. But, Compacts are not always ſeen into; 
and Juſtice, is, too often, found to be paralytic. Colluſion, and 
Fraud, frequently get the better of Simplicity; and Truth it- 
ſelf, with all its Eſſentialneſs, too often ſinks under the Daring- 
neſs of Falſehood. To put Things therefore into a right Courſe, 
there muſt be no. Immatureneſs of Judgment, no Sophiſtry of 
Argument, no Intention, but what may be productive of Good. 
To theſe muſt be added, Coolneſs of Temper, Senſibility of 
Mind, and that moſt capital Virtue, Patience; to enable Men 
to exerciſe their Faculties with Propriety, and to give Perfection 
(as far as Circumſtances will allow) to the Buſineſs they are en- 
gaged in. Haſtineſs of Determination, is inconſiſtent with Nati- 
onal Policy. For ſound Policy conſults the Good of the whole 
Community; but Want of Diſcretion may overturn Kingdoms, 


When a Caſe comes OI a Legiſlative Body, which is inju- 
rious to one Party, and ſatisfactory to the other, Determination 
becomes difficult; becauſe, the poſitive Law is to do juſtice to 
all. The Queſtion then is, whether a greater Good be not pre- 
ferable to a leſſer, if Freedom be ſuperior to Confinement, (for 
Political Confinement is ſuppoſed to be, often, a Good) it cer- 
tainly ſhould prevail. But Political Freedom is injurious to the 
- aggrieved Pai ty. What then is to be done ? Counterbalancing 

Powers do nothing at all, A mere Equipoiſe gives no Diſtinction: 
85 on the F ree and the Confined are till at a Stand. If two Oppo- 
| nents. 
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nents cannot agree, let an Arbitrator be called in, and let him 
determine. But, if this will not do, another Recourſe muſt be 
had, by appealing to Legiſlative Power; which Power (to the 
Honour of the Nation be it ſpoken) ever tempers Juſtice with 
Mercy. Indeed, Compaſſion ought to diſcover itſelf, when 
Rigour, Oppreſſion, and Cruelty bid Defiance to every Thing. 
The Extenſion of this Compaſſion, at this Period, eminently 
* diſtinguiſhes itſelf, It beams forth balmy Bleſhngs, with the ut- 
* moſt Liberality. Write, ye, alſo, (ſays the Voice of Com- 
4 miſeration) in the King's Name, and ſeal it with the King's 
" 7 Ring; for the Writing which is written in the King's Name, 
* and ſealed with the King's Ring, may no Man reverſe.” 


A Commiſſion this which bids the Heart dance for Joy; 
gives the Air of Complacence to the lowering Brow ; and raiſes 
the dejected Spirit. But, let us pauſe a little. Exultation may 
be ill founded, it may not come from the Heart. The Coun- 
tenance may ſmile, when Bitterneſs is within. I hope no one 
here comes under this Predicament : But, © that the Writing, 
* which is written in the King s Name,” gives the glow of Sa- 
tisfaction. | | 


The Legiſlative Intention, is to take Pity of the Diſtreſſed; to 
pour Balm into their Wounds ; to reſtore them to themſelves again. 
The Maxim it ſets out upon is divincly originated, and replete 
with every poſſible Goodneſs. Indeed, happy for us it is, that 
Sympathy operates; that the Powers of Nature ate ſo conſonant, 
as to excite reciprocal tendencies of Endearment. A Mind capa- 
ble of refined Ideas, worked up into a proper Tone, cannot be 
happy, when it beholds Miſery in another ; but, how miſerable 
- muſt Happinels itſelf be, when the grating Hinges of inhoſpita- 

Ll ble 


141 


ble Doors, vibrate on its Ears. T he Soul itſelf ſtartles with Hor- 
ror, and all its Faculties acquire Languiſhment, © But, the Night 
of Difficulty and Trouble; the Night of Cruelty and Oppreſſion; 

she Night of Coldneſs and Trembling ; ; the long Detail of the 
black Catalogue of Vices, originating from Idleneſs and bad Ex- 
amples, will, I hope, never more be ſeen, or heard of, within 
theſe, or Rinilar Walls. It is an Obſervation, ©* That, when once 
** a Paſſage is open to Iniquity, the Influx of Corruption will 
force its Way, and deluge the Heart.” Whether it be ſo 
or not, I believe all of you preſent can teſtify. 


| hat when, dearly purchaſed by Experience, has a 

better Reliſh with it; it is ſtamped with the higheſt Eſtimation, 
and admits of no contradiction. , A Change of Circumſtances 
has often produced Excellencies ; but, Puniſhment, very often, 
renders the honeſt Man vile: A Second catches the Infection, and 
a general Pollution is the Conſequence. Tis Policy, if poſſible, 
to check this in its firft riſe, that Generality it may not take Place. 
What I mean by Puniſhment, is perſomal Confinement ; for tis 
a Truth, beyond all Contradiction, that Impriſonment, under 
certain Caſes, only teaches a Man to do that with more Cunning, 


when diſcharged, than he did with leſs, before his Difficulties 


Came . upon him. 8 
8 ' 


- 


It is to be hoped that political Wiſdom will, in Time, be 
adequate to every moral Purpoſe, In this Caſe, I think it is 
_ deficient. Every Nation has its Religion, Cultoms: and Laws; 
but when a Law operates upon a Subject in ſuch a Manner as to 
make him totally negligent whether he be uſeful in his Ge- | 
neration, or not, ro in ſhort, whether he even exiſts; it muſt | 


be 
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11 "ih 
be highly diſſonant to the perfeUly moral Syſtem, However, 
let the political Eye penetrate into this Caſe as Occaſion ſerves,” 


Me have heard the glad Tidings of Joy: © the Writing which 
« js written in the King's Name, is come down to us. But, it 
is not a Joy that conſiſts in a ſudden Flaſh of Exultation, in 
momentary Burſts of unmeaning Clamour. Noiſe and Riot, Tu- 
mult and Diſſipation, ſap the very Principles of rational Joy, and 
darken the Lamp of the Underſtanding. The Man that is cool 
within himſelf ; that wiſhes to keep the noiſeleſs Tenor of his 
Way, would thus reaſon with himſelf. Long have the Frowns 
of the World been upon me; long have I been embarraſſed ; 
My Days have been a Series of Misfortunes, and my Nights a 
Rotation of Uneaſineſs. Torn from my Habitation by the Ri- 
gour of Law, Diſtraction attended my Affairs, and Ruin became 
conſequent. This added to my Sorrows, and made full the Cup 
of Bitterneſs : But let me view the Contraſt ; for the Night is 
far ſpent, and the Day of my Deliverance is at Hand, For 
gloomy Confinement I ſhall have the Sun-ſhine of Liberty; for - 
a diſcontented Miad, I ſhall be a ſatisfied Being. My Family 
Connections will be doubly endearing to me; the allotted Partner 
of my Griefs will, now, partake of my Joy; and the pratling 
Infant will babble out its Satisfaction at the Sight of its returning 
Parent. 


It may be ſaid, that this is ſpecious, but not forcible; and 
that Men, when brought into ſo deplorable a State, can hardly 
have a Reliſh of Joy : And, that from what they have felt, they 
have no Ideas of doing well again. But let theſe gloomy Thoughts 
periſh : Let them look up to that Almighty Being, who is the 
common Father of the World. Man muſt act: And if he acts 


accordingly, 
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e e a. 8 als 
aeedrdingly, the Hand of the Dili gent ſhall be ebe fur F, 
Victory is the Reward only of Diligence; triumphal Honours 


will. never grace the Head of 1 What ever Impuri- 


ties may have been contracted, a poſitive Determination to diſcard 
them, will effect the Buſineſs, ' . 


Tegilatie Mercy has a glorious Ten dency. y. 11 wille the 
Prodigal to become frugal, the Intemperate to be abſtemious : 
Gives | a Scope for the Recovery of forfeited Honour, that you 
may become Men again. Diſſipation it conſiders as the Bans 
of the moſt capital Fortune; and thinks Scantineſs a Leſſon to 

bring Men to their Senſes. It teaches them to be prudent in 
their Affairs; to look upon themſelves as not deſpicable Beings, 
nor as uſeleſs. Members to the Community at large. But, are 
not theſe Bleſſings which will dignify our Nature, and ennoble 
| the Faculties of the Soul? As the Mind becomes disburthened 
pl its Sorrows, it will be more expanſive ; ; and bea more certain 
Monitor to the Body which poſſefles it. The firſt Ideas it ſhould 
entertain, ſhould be the Ideas of Gratitude and Eſteem. ** The 
Writing which is written in the King's Name, is come down 
for our Relief. Hear this, ye once afliged People, ye once 
Sons of Embarralsment hear. Let Strains of Gratitude be ſent 
vp to-that Throne, where ſpontaneous Mercy has ſo lately flown, 
There, Majeſty in all the greatneſs of Uniformity, conſiders the 
Afflictions of the Diſtreſſed; and, with Joy mixed with Fond- 
nefs, bids the Council of the Nation plan a commilerating Scheme, 


i Did he ſpeak | ? It was done. And, what 1 is ſealed with the 
BD > 


| 4 „King 5 Signet: may no Man reverſe.” 


t what ſhall we fay of the Roy al Partner of his 8 > 
whoſe concentrated PerieQions are the Aſtoniſhwent of the 


World 7 


oy 

* 
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Coe 


World? An deiental pen ci Aeli abe her Victues, 35 re- 
preſent them to be gloriouſiy great. But, with the moſt hun- 
ble Deſerence, all I can preſume, is to pronounce her to be the 
greateſt Bleſſing that Royal Dignity could ever wiſh to be con- 
nected with. Hail, then, ye illuſtrious. Pair; ye. Delegates af; 
Heaven, hail! May Peace be within your Walls, and Piente- 
ouſneſs within your > Palaces | May Bleſſings drop upon yeu as 
the Dew, and may your Prince” s Princes be commenſurate wich 


Time itſelf. 
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The great Council of the Nation, too, claims our Efteem. 
Great Deliberation has been us'd, and many prudent Steps taken, 
to accompliſh the Buſineſs. Complicated Matters muſt” have 
Time to be ſeen into. However, the Event is happy; and, 1! 

- hope the Senſibility of it will be diſcovered in a ſultable Beha- 
viour on our Part. 8 


Let us quit theſe Walls with Ideas of Deteſtation: No Good 

| 1s to be found within them : Happy be the Hour that gives us 
Diſmiſſion. A modeſt Department ; a Mildneſs of Temper ; 
Reflection ariſing from Sincerity ; that we will be otherwiſe 

than we have been; will once more gain the good Wiſhes of 


the World, and the Endearment of all our Friends. 


? 


Let us, then, put away old Things; let all- 'Things 'become 
new | Let the Ideas of revenging the Injuries we have ſullained, | 
_ vaniſh ! Let us caſt away the Works of Darkneſs, and put upon 
us the Armour of Light! The Day of our Redemption from 
Bondage draweth near, for Mercy has opened its Gates. Let 
the Smile of Satisfaction be on every Brow | But, to make our 


Gratulations quite compleat, let us, to the Praiſe we have be- 
—— ſtowed 
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the great King of King. 


— The Deliver y of this to the World, is not from a Confidence 
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8 A . of the Peace, but from the repeated Approbation 
3 E Quitreſſed Individuals, who, I flatter myſelf will yet be 
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dun Hood, cannot but wiſh well to others. I have had my full 


- - 
. 
ee. . „ 
. bs 

. "> 4 
2 * 


0 have promiſed once more to indulg F | 
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eerrers (ſhould the World approve of this) to pathetically de- 
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Pie the Word, Farewell. 
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